Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the applications. 
Listing of Claims: 

1-49. (canceled) 

50. (previously canceled) 

51-56. (canceled) 

57-58. (previously canceled) 

59-66. (canceled) 

67. (currently amended) . A method of processing user criteria to retrieve a portion of data and 
display it to the user, the method comprising the steps of: 

issuing a request for an application program, over a network communication session, 
from a client computer to a server computer; 

returning a datafile containing the application program from the server computer to the 
client computer; 

initiating execution of the application program on the client computer; 
communicating data criteria, specified by the user, from the application program to the 
server computer; 

on the server computer, constructing one or more data objects that represent the data 
subset specified by the data criteria, and communicating the objects to the application program; 

on the client computer via the application program, displaying the data subset in a 
display defined by a two-dimensional field array of information, wherein the field array of the 
display is divided into a plurality of two-dimensional bounded field areas, one or more of 
which has a display area that is indicative of a grouping criterion of the data subset, wherein the 
grouping criterion is user-selectable, and wherein the area of one or more bounded field areas is 
further divided into one or more sub field areas, one or more of which has an area that is 
indicative of a second data criterion of the data subset, wherein the second data criterion is 
user-selectable and additionally wherein the application program is a server applet . 
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The method as defined, wherein the one or more subfield areas are displayed with a 
color value via an algorithm comprising the steps of: 

computing first color values for the one or more subfield areas, wherein the first color 
values are based on values of a dimension for associated data elements of the one or more 
subfield areas; 

computing, for one or more of the first color values, second color values as logarithms 
of the first color values; 

calculating mean and standard deviation of the second color values; 

setting an upper and a lower limit for a set of final color values for the one or more 
subfield areas; 

computing final color values by normalizing the second color values to numbers 
between zero and one, wherein zero corresponds to the lower limit and one corresponds 
to the upper limit; 

assigning color values to the one or more subfield areas based on the final color values, 
and displaying the assigned color values. 

68. (original) . The method of claim 67, further comprising the steps of: 

displaying a subfield detail window adjacent to or on top of one of the subfield areas in 
response to moving a display cursor over a boundary of the bounded subfield area to show data 
relating to the bounded subfield area; 

removing the subfield detail window when the display cursor has been moved outside 
the boundaries of the bounded subfield area; and 

removing the subfield detail window when an escape key is pressed. 

69. (original) The method of claim 67, further comprising the step of: 

providing a highlight box by which one or more subfield areas meeting one or more 
user-specified criteria are highlighted with one or more symbols associated with the criteria. 

70. (original) . The method of claim 69, further comprising the step of: 
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providing a menu such that the grouping criterion is user-changeable, such that one or 
more subfield areas are grouped with one or more other subfield areas according to the changed 
grouping criterion. 

71. (original) . The method of claim 67, further comprising the step of: 

providing a menu by which the criteria used for displaying data elements may be 
automatically widened and narrowed, such that the display is reconfigured to show one or more 
subfield areas conforming to the changed data criteria. 

72. (canceled) 

73. (canceled) 

74. (currently amended) . The method of claim 67, wherein the server applet runs in a virtual 
machine in a browser, wherein a reference tag to the server applet is embedded in a web page 
containing HTML code, such that the HTML code identifies the server applet to the browser 
and provides one or more parameters necessary for the browser to receive and launch the server 
applet. 

75. (original) . The method of claim 74, wherein the virtual machine implements a browser- 
compatible language. 

76. (original) . The method of claim 75, wherein the client computer is a hand-held computer. 

77. (original) . A method of displaying a tree map, comprising the steps of: 

computing first color values for one or more subfield areas of a tree map, wherein the 
first color values are based on values of a dimension for associated data elements of the 
subfield areas; 

computing, for one or more of the first color values, second color values as logarithms 
of the first color values; 
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calculating mean and standard deviation of the second color values; 
setting an upper and a lower limit for a set of final color values for the one or more 
subfield areas; 

computing the final color values by normalizing the second color values to numbers 
between zero and one, wherein zero corresponds to the lower limit and one corresponds to the 
upper limit; 

assigning color values to the one or more subfield areas based on the final color values; 

and 

displaying the assigned color values. 

78. (original) . The method of claim 77, further comprising the steps of: 

displaying a highlight box by which one or more subfield areas meeting one or more 
user-specified criteria are highlighted with one or more symbols associated with the criteria; 

displaying a menu item by which the factors which govern the bounded field areas are 
changed, such that the subfield areas are regrouped according to user-specified criteria; 

displaying a menu item by which the criteria used for displaying data elements are 
automatically widened and narrowed; and 

providing an aural attribute associated with one or more subfield areas for indicating, 
via sound, a dimension of the data element for the subfield areas. 

79. (original) . The method of claim 78, wherein the upper limit is about two standard 
deviations above the mean, and the lower limit is about two standard deviations below the 
mean. 
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